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The Mayor's Multi-Faith Gathering
Sunday 5 February 2012
at 2.45 pm
in the Banqueting Room

at the Guildhall
The Right Worshipful The Mayor of Bath (Councillor Bryan Chalker) invites you to explore his theme – 'Bath’s Industrial Heritage' from the perspective of seven different faiths.  The afternoon will begin with a chance to visit the display stands and talk to representatives from different religious communities. Five-minute presentations will follow before sharing a free buffet together.

This year’s Mayor’s Multi-Faith Gathering will be a joyous occasion filled with blissful music thanks to Councillor Chalker’s musical heritage.  Arthritis may prevent the Mayor from playing his guitar these days but in years gone by he made his way right round the world as a travelling minstrel.

Councillor Chalker said: “I realised it was very difficult for the faiths to link their presentations to my ‘industrial heritage’ theme so asked them to express their spiritual heritage ideally through music.  And I am glad to say they have risen to the challenge.  This is a chance to break down the barriers between the different religious communities in Bath and work together to promote understanding and respect for the beliefs of others”.
Buddhists will invite everyone to join in with their blissful ‘Liberating Prayer’ which they sing before any session of teaching or meditation.  Keyboards and drumming on tablas will accompany the Hindu children’s choir as they perform a popular Indian devotional song.  Jewish representatives will draw on their cantorial traditions, whilst the Baha’i’s will give a multi-media presentation with projected images, words and music.  The Sai Baba Group will sing two songs and youngsters from St Saviour’s Church will give a presentation on the Christian faith.

The Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Michael Norman, will lead the Gathering and there will be also be presentations by representatives from the Sikh and Muslim communities in Bath.
CONTACT:  ANN TIPPER, Clerk to the Charter Trustees, Mayor’s Office, Guildhall, Bath, telephone 01225 477411, email ann_tipper@bathnes.gov.uk for more information.
