
1 

THE CHARTER TRUSTEES OF THE CITY OF BATH 
 

MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWELTH MEETING OF THE CHARTER 

TRUSTEES HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ON TUESDAY 23 JANUARY 2024 
 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors: C Blackburn, D Collins, P Crossley, J David (Part), I Halsall, J Hirst, S Kelly, J Leach,  

R Malloy, S Moore, M O’Doherty, B Pankhania, J Player, M Rigby, D Romero, P Roper, 

O Saini, T Simon, G Tomlin, J Wright. 

 

Non-Voting Attendees  

 

Chairman of the Mayors Corps of Honorary Guides: Mr A Gilson 

 

 

 

1 EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE  (Given by A Martin) 

 

 

2 APOLOGIES  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: Ball, Born, Elliot, 

Heijltjes and Treby. 

 

 

3 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  It was moved by Councillor Crossley, seconded by 

Councillor Simon and resolved to approve the Minutes of the one hundred and eleventh meeting 

of the Charter Trustees held on 3 October 2023. 

 

  

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

 

5 REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MAYOR’S CORPS OF HONORARY GUIDES 

Mr A Gilson gave a verbal presentation on the service the Mayors Corps of Honorary Guides 

provide. It was reported that the Corps is going from strength to strength with almost 90 active 

guides providing free walking tours every day of the year except for Christmas day. There are 

currently 124 guided tours of Bath available and the Mayors Guide have been rated No1 with 

excellent review on Tripadviser.  

Andy explained that this would not be possible with out the support of the Mayor’s Office, 

Charter Trustees and B&NES Heritage Service and he thanked all for their support. 

 

The Mayor congratulated Andy on the work of the guides and urged all Charter Trustees to go on 

one of the walks.  

 

 This was followed by a brief question and answer session. 

 

6 BUDGET & PRECEPT 2024 - 2025 

 After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Crossley, seconded by Councillor Moore and 

resolved to adopt the recommendations in the report by the Responsible Financial Officer that:  

‘A Budget of £259,349 is set for the year 2024/25 and that a precept of £198,266, for the 

financial year 2024/25 is approved with the deficit being made up from reserves (This is 

equivalent to £6.00 expenditure per band D property) and to continue to allocate £100,000 of the 

reserve to an earmarked reserves under a Local Governance Review Contingency heading.’
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7 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS   

Messages have been sent on behalf of The Charter Trustees and Honorary Aldermen as follows: 

 

CONDOLENCES: 

 

Ruhi Farmer 

passed away in November after a long illness.  Ruhi represented the Bahai community for many 

years at our annual Multifaith Gathering. 

 

Tom Clarke 

passed away on 28 November.  He was founder of the Bath Recital Artists Trust, and a well-

known character in the City.   

 

Rodney Cross 

passed away on 31 December.  He had been Chairman of the Board at Cross Manufacturing Co 

(1938) Ltd since 1995, and had spent his entire working life at the family firm.  In 2009 he 

received a Mayor's Medal marking his 50th year.   

 

Call for a brief period of silence – if wished. 

 

 

GOOD WISHES: 

 

His Majesty The King's New Year Honours were Awarded To: 

 

Mrs Alison Savage MBE Officer Commanding at The Services Cotswold   

    Centre, for services to Military Families 

 

Mrs Jane Loveys BEM   Director of Campus at the University of Bath,  

     for services to Higher Education. 

 

 

  

ENGAGEMENTS UNDERTAKEN: 

 

Museums Open Week 

in the last week of October, went quite well.  I know a few Charter Trustees visited with family, 

and I was delighted to meet visitors during the week.   

 

Mayor & Rotary Club of Bathavon Art Show 

in October was very well supported by artists and visitors.  Last week I was presented with a 

cheque for £558.25 being half of the profit from artwork sales, for the Mayor of Bath's Relief 

Fund, the other half going towards the Rotary's charities.   

 

Widcombe Mummers 

On 1 January I attend the Mummers New Years Day performance. This was a very enthusiastic 

performance and I would recommend that Charter Trustees try and watch their performance next 

year. 

 

Bath BMX 

I have recently been to the BMX race track and it was a delight to start some of the races. The 

club is very community minded and I was impressed with the age range of participants and 

members. 

 

 

Norland College Sewing Event 
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I recently attended an event at Norland College where I was able to sew a small section of a large 

tapestry commemorating the victims of the Grenfell Tower fire. The finished tapestry will be 

displayed at the Tate Modern Gallery in London. 

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS & ITEMS OF INTEREST:     

 

Mayor's Multi-faith Gathering will be held on Sunday 4 February 2024 at 2.45 pm, in the 

Banqueting Room.  Nine different faiths will explore my theme for the year.  You have been sent 

a flyer today with the details. 

 

X (formerly known as Twitter) 

I hope you are following the Mayoral account  @MayorBath.  Please take a look - you can 

follow nearly everything I have been up to…….   

 

  

8 MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE   

 

The Minutes of the 194 and 195 Meeting of the Standing Committee held on 7 September 2023 

and 22 November 2023 were received and noted.  

 

 

9 ANY ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT  

 

 There were no items of urgent business. 

 

10 NEXT MEETING   

 It was reported that the next meeting will be held at 6.00 pm on 23rd April 2024. 


