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THE CHARTER TRUSTEES OF THE CITY OF BATH 
 

MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEENTH MEETING OF THE CHARTER 

TRUSTEES HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ON WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 2025 
 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors: T Ball, C Blackburn, A Born, P Crossley, I Halsall, S Kelly, R Malloy, M O’Doherty,  

J Player, M Rigby, P Roper, D Romero, T Simon, G Tomlin, M Treby (part) J Wright 

(part). 

 

 

 

1 EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE  (Given by A Martin) 

 

 

2 APOLOGIES  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: Collins, David, Elliot, 

Hirst, Hedges, Heijltjes, Henman, Moore, Pankhania, Treby. 

 

 

3 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  It was moved by Councillor O’Doherty, seconded by 

Councillor Crossley and resolved to approve the Minutes of the one hundred and fifteenth 

meeting of the Charter Trustees held on 10 October 2024. 

 

  

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

 

5 BUDGET & PRECEPT 2025 - 2026 

 After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Halsall and 

resolved to adopt the recommendations in the report by the Responsible Financial Officer 

(Appendix A to these Minutes) that:  

‘A Budget of £289,138 is set for the year 2025/26 and that a precept of £269,138, for the 

financial year 2025/26 is approved (This is equivalent to £7.85 expenditure per band D 

property).’  

 

6 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONSMAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS   

  

 Messages have been sent on behalf of The Charter Trustees and Honorary Aldermen as follows: 

 

CONDOLENCES: 

 

Honorary Alderman Ms Angela Godfrey 

passed away on 22 May after a lengthy illness. Angela served on Bath City Council from 1991, 

then Bath & North East Somerset Council, representing Southdown Ward.  She was Deputy 

Mayor in 1997/98 and Mayor in 2000/01. 

 

Honorary Alderman Rob Appleyard 

passed away in October after a short illness.  Rob served as a Bath & North East Somerset 

Councillor from 2007 to 2023 representing Westfield and then Lambridge Ward.  He was Vice 

Chair of the Council in 2011/12 and Chair in 2012/13.  Rob was Deputy Mayor in 2017/18 and 

Mayor in 2022/23.   

 

Nigel Perrin 
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passed away in June , aged 76.   He was Counter Tenor with the King Singers, a choral 

conductor, and founded his own chamber choir Bath Camerata.  In 1990 he became musical 

director of the 85-strong Bath Bach Choir, a post he held for 33 years.  He was made a Mayor's 

Citizen in 2023 for his achievements.   

 

Air Marshal Sir Peter Norriss KBE CB AFC MA FRAeS RAF 

passed away peacefully on 22 July aged 80.  He had supported the Mayoralty for many years, 

and was a longstanding representative at the City's Remembrance Services.  

 

 

The Mayor called for a brief period of silence.  

 

 

GOOD WISHES: 

 

His Majesty The King's Birthday Honours in June were Awarded To: 

 

Professor Ian White CBE DL  Vice-Chancellor, University of Bath, 

      for his services to Higher Education and Engineering. 

 

Mr Martin Sim CBE   Interim Principal & Chief Executive at Bath College, 

     for his services to Further Education. 

 

Mr David McNulty MBE Head Coach at the British Swimming Performance 

Centre, at the University of Bath Sports Training 

Village, for his services to Swimming. 

 

  

Frans & Sheelagh Hof-O'Connor from Alkmaar  

celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary in August.  Frans Hof from Alkmaar met Sheelagh 

O'Connor from Weston when Sea Cadets from the two Cities took part in a twinning exchange in 

1982.  Unable to make their usual Summer excursion to Plymouth due to the Falklands War,  

Bath Sea Cadets looked for alternative locations and chose Bath's Twin City.  Frans, and 

Sheelagh, both Officers, continued their correspondence and married on 4 August 1984 at All 

Saints Church complete with a Guard of Honour by Bath Cadets.   

 

The Mayor's Corps of Honorary Guides 

celebrated their 90th Anniversary in July, and I was delighted to host a Civic Reception marking 

their valuable service. 

 

Bath In Bloom 

celebrated its 60th Anniversary in 2024, and Bath was chosen to be the host City for the annual 

RHS Britain in Bloom Presentations Ceremony last July.  I had the honour of welcoming civic 

dignitaries and representatives from all over the South West at the Roman Baths.  A few weeks 

later, the fantastic news came that Bath had won the title of 'RHS Britain in Bloom Champions', 

60 years after our first win.   

 

His Majesty The King's New Year Honours were Awarded To: 

 

Mrs Fiona Pollard CBE  Board Member on Visit England, former Chair of the 

     Roman Baths Board, for services to Tourism. 

 

Mrs Nicola Beauman OBE   Founder of Persephone Books,  

      for services to Publishing. 

 

Mr Timothy Cantell MBE  for services to Heritage & the Environment. 
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Mr Roy Gibson BEM first Director General of the European Space Agency 

(ESA) for services to Space. 

 

 

 

ENGAGEMENTS UNDERTAKEN:   

 

Museums Open Week 

was held in the last week of October, the Parlour being open to visitors and the Mayor's Guides 

assisted receiving them.  A total of 180 visitors came, which was up on last year. 

 

Mayor & Rotary Club of Bathavon Art Show 

in October was well supported by artists and visitors.  Half the proceeds will go to the Mayor of 

Bath's Relief Fund, the other half going towards the Rotary's charities.  

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:     

 

Mayor's Multi-faith Gathering will be held on Sunday 9 February 2025 at 2.45 pm, in the 

Banqueting Room.  Nine different faiths will explore my theme for the year.  You have recently 

been sent a flyer with the details.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

7 MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE   

 

The Minutes of the 197, 198, 199 and 200 meetings of the Standing Committee held in March, 

May, June & September 2024 were received, reviewed and noted.  

 

 

8 ANY ITEMS WHICH ARE URGENT  

 

 

9 NEXT MEETING   

 It was reported that the next meeting will be held at 6.00 pm on 24th April 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


