THE CHARTER TRUSTEES OF THE CITY OF BATH

MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE CHARTER
TRUSTEES HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ON THURSDAY 24 APRIL 2025

PRESENT

Councillors: T Ball, A Born, P Crossley, J Hirst, S Kelly, J Leach, R Malloy, S Moore, M O’Doherty,
B Pankhania, M Rigby, P Roper, D Romero, O Saini, (part) T Simon (part), G Tomlin,
M Treby, J Wright.

1 EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE
Given by A Martin

2 APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: Blackburn, Collins, Elliott, Halsall,
Hedges & Player.

3 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was moved by Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Moore and resolved to approve the
Minutes of the one hundred and sixteenth meeting of the Charter Trustees held on 29 January
2025.

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes.

5 BATH URBAN TREESCAPE
Mr Hugh Wiliamson gave a presentation explaining how the Bath Urban Treescape team are
planning to publish a map next year locating and describing one or two landmark trees in each
Bath City ward. This is partly in response to Charter Trustees' requests that their wards be
included in the previous Treescape trails the group have produced.

The Bath Urban Treescape team would like to involve local communities in the choice of their
'favourite trees' and requested support from the Charter Trustees to engage with their respective
communities to encourage public participation.

The presentation was followed by a short question and answer session.

6 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN SECTION ONE
A Martin read through each of the eight accounting statements providing information as to why
positive assurances could be given to accounting statements 1-8 of section one of the Annual
Governance Statement.

It was proposed by Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Leach and resolved that Positive
Assurances are given to statements 1-8 of section one of the Annual Governance Statement
2024/25 as recommended by the Chairman of the Standing Committee.



ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN SECTION TWO

It was proposed by Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Simon and resolved that the
accounting statements in section two of the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
present fairly the financial position of the Charter Trustees of the City of Bath.

MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONSMAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
Messages have been sent on behalf of The Charter Trustees and Honorary Aldermen as follows:

CONDOLENCES:

Mrs Elizabeth Holland

passed away on 21 January, aged 97. She was a well-known local historian and had very active
roles in the life of the City. She was an inspiration to so many in her field, most probably borne
by her many ancestral links to the Mayoralty.

Mr Tom Dunne

very sadly passed away suddenly on 31 January, aged 70. Tom gave a long and dedicated
service to the Bath City Council, and Bath & North East Somerset Council. His invaluable
knowledge and close work with the Mayoralty, his guidance and advice to individual Mayors, the
democratic processes, the church community of all denominations, and to colleagues, was
immense. He was a great character and will be very much missed.

The Mayor called for a brief period of silence.

GOOD WISHES:

Mr Roland Adamson
Celebrated having completed 50 years of volunteering as a Mayor’s Guide. Mr Adamson was
presented with a certificate and engraved paperweight at the annual dinner.

ENGAGEMENTS UNDERTAKEN:

Multi Faith Gathering

The Multifaith Gathering was held in the first week of February. The event was an informative
and uplifting occasion where seven different faiths came together to explore the Mayor’s theme
for the year. Almost 130 visitors attended enjoying the presentations, Q&A session and informal
tea.

The Mayor’s Annual Dinner for the Guides

This was a very successful event, and the Mayor was delighted to present newly qualified Guides
with their Badges. She was pleased that some other Charter Trustees were able to attend and
enjoy the Guides company and enthusiasm.

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS:

Presentation of Resolution of Thanks to Past Mayor Councillor Dine Romero

The Mayor presented Cllr Romero with her Resolution of thanks for her service as Mayor for the
municipal year 2024/2025. Cllr Romero made a short statement and thanked the Charter
Trustees.

Presentation of Resolution of Thanks to Past Deputy Mayor Councillor Dr Bharat Pankhania
The Mayor presented Clir Dr Bharat Pankhania with his Resolution of thanks for his service as
Deputy Mayor for the municipal year 2024/2025. ClIr Pankhania made a short statement and
thanked the Charter Trustees
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MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the 201 & 202 Meetings of the Standing Committee held on 21 November 2024
& 12 January 2025 were received and noted.

ANY ITEMS WHICH ARE URGENT
There were none.

NEXT MEETING
It was reported that the next meeting will be the AGM & Mayor Making to be held at 11.00 am
on Saturday 7 June 2025 in Bath Abbey.




