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THE CHARTER TRUSTEES OF THE CITY OF BATH 
 

MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH AND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

CHARTER TRUSTEES HELD AT BATH ABBEY ON SATURDAY 7 JUNE 2025 
 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors: A Born, P Crossley, J David, M Elliott, I Halsall, S Heijltjes, O Henman, S Kelly,  

J Leach, R Malloy, S Moore, M O’Doherty, B Pankhania, M Rigby, D Romero, O Saini,  

T Simon, G Tomlin, M Treby, J Wright. 

 

 

 

1 EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE  (Given by Abbey Staff) 

 

 

2 APOLOGIES  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors:   

Tim Ball, Colin Blackburn, Deborah Collins, Steve Hedges, Joel Hirst, Lucy Hodge, June Player, 

Paul Roper.  

 

 

3 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE CHARTER TRUSTEES AND MAYOR OF THE 

CITY 2025/2026  It was moved by Councillor Manda Rigby, seconded by  

Councillor Ruth Malloy and resolved: 
 

 “That Councillor Prof Bharat Pankhania be elected to serve the Office of Chairman of the 

Charter Trustees of the City of Bath and Mayor of the City until the next Annual Meeting”. 
 

 At this point the meeting was adjourned to enable the Mayor to robe before taking the Chair for 

the remainder of the meeting.  When the meeting was resumed, the Mayor made the Declaration 

of Acceptance of Office and then thanked the Trustees for their appointment. 

 

 
 

4 ADOPTION  OF A RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING MAYOR  It was 

 moved by Councillor Manda Rigby, seconded by Councillor Samantha Kelly, and resolved: 
 

 “That the very cordial thanks of The Charter Trustees of The City of Bath be given to 

Councillor Michelle O’Doherty, the retiring Mayor, for the ability, courtesy and efficiency 

with which she has discharged the duties of Mayor during her term of Office, and also to 

the retiring Mayors Consort, (Mr Christopher Godfrey), for the assistance he has rendered 

to the retiring Mayor on all occasions in connection with her civic duties.  And that a copy 

of the preceding Resolution be engrossed on paper vellum and sealed with the Common 

Seal and signed by the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor for presentation to the retiring 

Mayor”. 
 

 The Mayor then presented Cllr O’Doherty with her Ex-Mayor’s Medal and Mr Godfrey with his 

Ex-Consorts Medal and shook them by the hand. 

 

 Cllr O’Doherty then delivered a speech of thanks. 

 

 

5 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE CHARTER TRUSTEES AND DEPUTY 

MAYOR OF THE CITY FOR THE YEAR 2025/2026  It was moved by  

 Councillor Dine Romero, seconded by Councillor Samantha Kelly, and resolved: 
 

“That Councillor Ian Halsall be elected to serve the Office of Vice Chairman of the 

Charter Trustees of the City of Bath and Deputy Mayor of the City until the next Annual 

Meeting”. 
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 The Mayor placed the Deputy Mayor’s Badge around the Deputy Mayor’s neck.  The Deputy 

Mayor then made the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and thanked the Charter Trustees for 

their appointment. 

 

 

6 ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING DEPUTY MAYOR   

It was moved by Councillor Paul Crossley, seconded by Cllr Ian Halsall, and resolved: 
 

 “That the very cordial thanks of The Charter Trustees of The City of Bath be given to 

Councillor Ruth Malloy, the retiring Deputy Mayor, for the ability, courtesy and 

efficiency with which she has discharged the duties of Deputy Mayor and also to the 

retiring Deputy Mayoress, Ms Lydia Malloy for the assistance she has rendered to the 

retiring Deputy Mayor on all occasions in connection with their civic duties during the 

Mayoralty of Councillor Michelle O'Doherty.” 
 

 And that a copy of the preceding Resolution be engrossed on paper vellum and sealed 

with the Common Seal and signed by the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor for presentation 

to the retiring Deputy Mayor”. 

 

 The Mayor then shook Councillor Malloy by the hand.  Councillor Malloy then delivered a 

speech of thanks. 
 

7 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  It was moved by Councillor Sarah Moore, seconded 

by Councillor Joanna Wright and resolved to approve the Minutes of the one-hundred-

seventeenth meeting of the Charter Trustees held on 24 April 2025. 

  
 

8 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS   

There were no matters to report. 

 

 

9 ELECTION OF CHARTER TRUSTEES TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 

2025/2026  It was moved by Councillor Mark Elliott, seconded by  

Councillor Onkar Saini, and resolved “That membership of the Standing Committee for 

2025/2026 shall be: 
 

 Councillor T Ball 

 Councillor P Crossley 

 Councillor S Moore 

 Councillor D Romero 

  Councillor T Simon 

 Councillor M Treby 

 Councillor J Wright 

  

   

10 URGENT BUSINESS  There were no items of urgent business. 

 

 

11 NEXT MEETING  The next meeting will be held at 6 pm on Tuesday 7 October 2025 in the 

Council Chamber. 


